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John A. Satorius
jsatorius@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7023

With over 25 years of experience as a business and trans-
action lawyer, John serves as outside general counsel to 
a diverse base of mid-market regional and national com-
panies. He advises corporate boards, management, busi-
ness owners, equity funds and other investors on merger 

& acquisition transactions, structured finance and securities compliance, 
start-up finance and organizational matters, shareholder agreements, buy-
outs and a variety of joint venture and other commercial transactions. 

Todd A. Taylor
ttaylor@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7355

Todd is a shareholder in the Renewable Energy, Secu-
rities, and Emerging Business Groups. He focuses his 
practice in corporate securities and renewable energy 
law. Todd focuses on public and private financing op-
tions, entity formation and seed capital, critical contract 

negotiations, mergers and acquisitions, governance matters, and compli-
ance with corporate and securities laws. Todd also has experience with 
biofuels and biomass development projects, leveraging his legal and in-
dustry expertise in development, financing, and acquisitions.

Ryan G. Miest
rmiest@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7393

Ryan’s is a officer in the firm’s Mergers & Acquisitions, 
Private Equity and Emerging Business Groups.  His 
practice focuses on representation of technology-driven 
enterprises ranging from start-ups to publicly-traded cor-
porations in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, cor-

porate finance and securities, intellectual property monetization, and tech-
nology transactions and combines extensive transactional experience with 
a sophisticated understanding of patents and other intellectual property.
 

Christopher J. Melsha
cmelsha@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7369

Chris is an officer and shareholder in the firm’s Cor-
porate and Securities Groups. He focuses his practice 
primarily in the areas of securities, corporate finance, 
mergers and acquisitions, and general corporate mat-
ters, with a particular focus in the biotechnology/ bio-

pharmaceutical industry. His experience includes representing issuers 
in private placements and public offerings of debt and equity securities, 
including venture capital and PIPE financings and also represents public 
and private companies in mergers and other acquisition transactions.

Kimberly A. Lowe
klowe@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7324

Kimberly is a shareholder and works in the Corporate 
and Securities Groups at Fredrikson & Byron. Kimberly 
represents issuers, investors, and lenders in connection 
with public equity and debt offerings, strategic and ven-
ture capital investments, commercial lending transac-

tions, asset based lending and borrowing, and private placements of debt 
and equity securities.

Kevin S. Spreng
kspreng@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7395

Kevin is an officer in the Corporate, Securities, and 
Mergers & Acquisitions Groups. His practice focuses 
on helping entrepreneurs and investors build technology 
based businesses by providing experienced, practical, 
and tech savvy counsel in the areas of corporate finance, 

general corporate matters, mergers and acquisitions, strategic intellectual 
property monetization, and technology transactions. His practice also fo-
cuses on start-up counseling, venture capital financing, technology licens-
ing, strategic alliances and joint ventures, corporate finance, mergers and 
acquisitions, and general corporate matters.

Leigh-Erin Irons
lirons@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7259

Leigh-Erin is a shareholder in Fredrikson & Byron’s 
Corporate, Securities and Mergers & Acquisitions 
Groups. She is also an active member in the firm’s Pri-
vate Equity & Venture Capital Group and is Co-Chair 
of Counsel for Women, the firm’s initiative focused on 

women in business.  Leigh-Erin represents a diverse group of clients on 
all aspects of mergers, acquisitions, and other strategic transactions and 
focuses her practice on transactions involving private equity funds and 
mezzanine lenders.

K. Lisa Holter Ankel
lankel@fredlaw.com / 612.492.7082

Lisa is a Co-Chair of the firm’s Private Equity Prac-
tice Group and member of the Corporate and Mergers 
& Acquisitions Groups. Her practice involves mergers 
and acquisitions, private debt and equity financings, and 
business formations. Lisa helps private equity funds to 

raise money, perform due diligence on portfolio companies, negotiate ac-
quisitions and enter into leveraged financings to fund their acquisitions.  
Lisa also is Co-Chair of the firm’s initiative focused on women in busi-
ness, Counsel for Women.

Fredrikson & Byron's Emerging Business Group has a long-standing tradition of helping entrepreneurial businesses grow 
and develop. We see emerging businesses as unique entities with unique needs. We've built a reputation as the firm where 
“law and business meet” by bringing business acumen and entrepreneurial thinking to our client's work. Over the years, 
our advice and counsel has helped numerous clients move through the many emerging business growth stages. Along the 
way we've built up relationships with venture sources in many areas. 
 
Managing legal work for newer businesses requires a sense of judgment, risk assessment and entrepreneurial thinking.  It 
requires the insight to customize quality tools that are useful and realistic. We have developed strengths in many areas 
vital to emerging businesses including: Intellectual Property, Medical Products, Business Finance and E-Business. In fact, 
the range and depth of each of our practice groups means that we are typically able to assemble interdisciplinary teams 
that are ideal for a given client in terms of background and specialization, with lawyers who operate from a foundation of 
real-world corporate experience. 
 
Contact one of the following attorneys or other members of our Emerging Business Group at 612.492.7000 or visit our 
web site at www.fredlaw.com 

    
    

 

     
     

    


